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IURIS CANONICI MEDII AEVI CONSOCIATIO [ICMAC]
Society for Medieval Canon Law
http://medieval.utoronto.ca/icmac/index.html

CALL for PROPOSALS
International Congress on Medieval Studies
Kalamazoo, Michigan
10-13 May 2012

ICMAC would like to invite proposals for sessions that we are sponsoring/co-sponsoring at the International Congress on Medieval Studies to be held at Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo in May 2012. The sessions are as follows:

Session 1: Re-thinking Reform: Law and Change in the Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries
[Co-sponsored with EPISCOPUS: Society for the Study of Episcopal Power and Culture, and with the Re-thinking Reform Working Group]
Legal developments figure prominently in the "classic" narratives (Fliche, Fournier, Tellenbach, Berman) of reform and the investiture conflict. Yet much recent work on canon law and canonical collections does not exactly fit these interpretative frameworks.  What kind of narrative might better accommodate our current understanding of the development of canon law and its uses during the reform era?  This session invites papers taking a fresh look at a figure, issue, or source.  Are there aspects of reform or legal change not captured by the traditional narratives?  And, more importantly, what kind of narrative do these aspects suggest? There will be three 20-minute papers.

Session 2. Re-thinking Reform: Bishops, Issues, Texts
 [Co-sponsored with EPISCOPUS: Society for the Study of Episcopal Power and Culture, and with the Re-thinking Reform Working Group]
Research on reform in the eleventh and twelfth centuries has, for some time now, expressed dissatisfaction with the standard narratives (Fliche, Tellenbach) of this period in ecclesiastical history.  But new, broad interpretations have not yet emerged.  This session invites papers taking a fresh look at a leading clerical figure, issue, or source.  What aspects of reform are not captured by the traditional narratives?  How crucial is the episcopate and secular clergy to existing and proposed narratives of church reform?  And, more importantly, what kind of narrative about reform does a renewed focus on individuals, groups, or documents suggest?

Session 3.  Re-thinking Reform Round Table 
[Co-sponsored with EPISCOPUS: Society for the Study of Episcopal Power and Culture and the Re-thinking Reform Working Group]
This round table will bring together the participants of Sessions 1 and 2 and offer a further opportunity to reflect critically on the papers of both sessions. We also invite proposals for two 5-minute presentations on the advantages/disadvantages of the traditional law and change narrative and two 5-minute presentations on the advantages and disadvantages of the Gregorian
reform narrative. The session looks to suggest how these reassessments of traditional narratives concerning reform and law can be extended at future congresses.  

Proposals should include the following:
1. Title and abstract (c. 300 words)
2. Curriculum vitae (max 1 page)
3. Participant Information form, available at:
http://search.wmich.edu/search?q=participant+information+form&btnG.x=0&btnG.y=0



Proposals for Sessions 1 and 3 should be sent (preferably via email) by 15 September 2011 to:
Kathleen G. Cushing
Department of History, School of Humanities
Keele University
Keele, Staffordshire ST5 5BG
United Kingdom
Tel. +44 (0)1782 733196
k.g.cushing@keele.ac.uk

Proposals for Session 2 should be sent (preferably via email) by 15 September 2011 to:

John S. Ott
Portland State University
Department of History
PO Box 751
Portland, OR 97207-0751
Tel. 503-725-3013
[bookmark: _GoBack]ott@pdx.edu


It is anticipated that applicants will be notified within a month of the submission date.

Please contact me if you have any questions

Kathleen G. Cushing
President, ICMAC
k.g.cushing@keele.ac.uk

18 July 2011
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